Occupational cancer in metalworking and transportation equipment industries.
Hazardous chemical exposures may be a more important public health problem in chemical-using industries, such as the metalworking and transportation equipment industries, than in chemical manufacturing plants. Recent studies have identified excess mortality from cancer among groups of workers in model and patternmaking, plating and die-cast, foundry, machining, electronics operations and vehicle assembly plants. The chemical agents or levels of exposure associated with these findings have not previously been thought to pose a cancer risk. Therefore, estimates of the fraction of cancers associated with workplace exposure may understate the importance of exposure in this setting.